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“Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all 
these the nations are defiled, which I am casting out before 
you.” (Leviticus 18:24)

“Our public servants will eventually reflect the public they 
serve. From the college frat-like pictures taken by our 
military at the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq, to the latest Secret 
Service scandal in Columbia. A nation without a national 
virtue based on biblical principles will always end in pagan 
behavior.” –Dave

The recent Secret 
Service and military 
prostitution scandal 
h a s b e c o m e b i g 

news inside the Beltway. The primary concern 
seems to be the security of the President, even 
though the alleged events happened prior to the 
President’s arrival. The Director of the Secret 
Service has assured lawmakers that the President 
was never in danger.

While the President’s security is definitely the 
primary concern of the Secret Service, the 
underlying question that needs to be asked is; is 
this behavior acceptable no matter the individual’s 
occupation?

Dana Milbank, columnist for the Washington Post, 
is someone I rarely agree with but his latest 
column comes close to what I am alluding. Milbank 
rightly explains that our public workers merely act 
like the public they represent. Our society long ago 
lost its ability to blush and national virtue has gone 
the way of the horse and buggy; quaint and at best 
an occasional nostalgic ride.

But I cannot lay the blame at the feet of society. 
American society is a macrocosm of the American 
church. 

As the title of Milbank’s column reads, debauchery 
is an American specialty. And it is American 
Christendom that buys into it.

Monday evening at our men’s ministry, our Life 
Discipleship Pastor was teaching about something 
that has been on his heart for some time.  And to 
illustrate his point, he asked what the number one 
show on television was. No one guessed it was 
ABC’s “Dancing with the Stars.” Our pastor rightly 
described it as dancing pornography and lamented 
that no doubt a large number of self-professing 
Christians watch this show. I know for a fact that 
far too many Christians watch shows that portray 
the debauchery of American society and, as our 
pastor said, justify it by saying they know the 
difference between good and evil and can filter out 
the bad.

Perhaps at this point you’re wondering if this much 
ado about nothing; both the Secret Service scandal 
and the state of American society. Well, the 
Founding Fathers made it clear that we were to be 
a moral society and one of America's greatest 
revivalist preachers laid the blame at the pulpit if 
it became immoral. Turn the page for a look at 
both…
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From the founders

The Founding Fathers knew liberty only existed under limited government; 
that is why they wrote the Constitution. Furthermore, they knew limited 
government was only possible through a self-governing people controlling 
their own individual passions and preferences for the good of society. America 
has long since sailed away from Morality Bay.

“We have no government armed with power capable of contending with human passions 
unbridled by morality and religion. Avarice, ambition, revenge or gallantry would break the 
strongest cords of our Constitution as a whale goes through a net. Our Constitution is 
designed only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate for any other.” John 
Adams 

The United States of America was founded by men who were well-educated in the liberal arts, 
including history, philosophy, and religion. The latter, as any perfunctory and primitive research 
would uncover, was related strictly to the Judeo-Christian religion found in the Holy Bible. 

John Adams’ familiar quote refers to a people whose morality and religion was shaped by the 
Holy Scriptures, of which all the signers of the Declaration of Independence and the US 
Constitution were very familiar. 

Additionally, our Constitution and the very ideal of liberty come directly from biblical principles. 
James Madison, considered the Father of our Constitution, said this to the Virginia legislature:

"We have staked the whole future of American civilization, not upon the power of government, far 
from it. We've staked the future of all our political institutions upon our capacity…to sustain 
ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God."

Our American civilization is one of debauchery and dysfunction because we no longer “sustain 
ourselves according to the Ten Commandments of God.”
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From the pulpit
“Brethren, our preaching will bear its legitimate fruits. If immorality 
prevails in the land, the fault is ours in a great degree. If there is a decay 
of conscience, the pulpit is responsible for it. If the public press lacks 
moral discrimination, the pulpit is responsible for it. If the church is 
degenerate and worldly, the pulpit is responsible for it. If the world loses 
its interest in religion, the pulpit is responsible for it. If Satan rules in our 
halls of legislation, the pulpit is responsible for it. If our politics become 
so corrupt that the very foundations of our government are ready to fall 
away, the pulpit is responsible for it. Let us not ignore this fact, my dear 
brethren; but let us lay it to heart, and be thoroughly awake to our 
responsibility in respect to the morals of this nation.” Charles Finney, “The 
Decay of Conscience”, 1873

What happens when preachers stop preaching against sin and the wonderful news of the 
gospel? We get the society we deserve. In the case of America, we have been sliding 
towards Gomorrah since the beginning of the 20th Century. And it was during the “Roaring 
20’s” the church took its eye of the culture and began having interdenominational fights. 

While I believe fundamental Christian truths must never be compromised, we can swing 
the pendulum too far. And when we take our eyes off the culture, then government and 
secular humanist will always fill the void.

America will never return to its greatness if it does not return to its Great God. The 
solutions to society’s problems are not economical or political; the solution is spiritual. 
When the church returns to Christ, then and only then, will our culture be affected. And 
revival comes when Christians see their sinfulness as God sees it (to borrow my Life 
Discipleship Pastor’s definition).

Sin is the disease and the gospel is the cure for all that ails America, and the world for 
that matter. We who call ourselves Christian and by that name pursue the aletheia truth 
no matter where it leads must come to grips with this simple fact. It is up to the church to 
be the salt and light Jesus has called each of us to be.

Light to shine into the darkness of what seems like a bleak future, and salt to stop the 
spread of corruption that permeates all facets of the American culture. So what can we 
do? I’m glad you asked!
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So how do WE the People, especially we Christian patriots, become the salt and 
light our American culture so desperately needs?

1. It starts with me. As my Life Discipleship Pastor defines revival, I need to see my 
sinfulness as God sees it. No more making excuses for my conduct. When I sin, I 
must seek repentance and make restoration as required.

2. I can never equivocate from the aletheia truth of the gospel. That means I must 
know my Bible and what it says about our culture. The Word of God helps me to 
discern what is holy and right in the sight of God.

3. I need to inject biblical truth into cultural conversations with compassion and 
conviction. Christians and/or conservatives too often lose cultural debates 
because we don’t know what we believe and if we do, we say it with malice.

4. I cannot allow cultural garbage into my home, whether it’s through my computer, 
radio, or television. Let me make Psalm 101 my mission statement when it 
comes to dealing with the culture.

5. I need to use conventional and social media to help spread the aletheia truth 
when it comes to the state of our American culture. Christians should be using 
every advantage and opportunity available to us to spread the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

6. I need to encourage my pastor(s) when they preach the aletheia truth, which is 
never easy, and I need to exhort them to do so if they seem to waver. 

Understand that we do not seek a theocracy as the atheists and statists say we are 
pursuing. What we seek is a return to a society that acknowledged not only absolute 
truth, but also its necessity to our self-governing republic. Until we do, we could 
elect the most conservative president and congress ever, and we will still not turn 
this ship around.
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